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Agenda

• History: Montessori and students of color
• What we know about:

• School diversity
• Academic outcomes
• School discipline
• Teacher preparation/pipeline
• Family engagement/recruitment

• Areas where we could learn more:
• SPED
• Culturally responsive teaching
• Montessorians of color
• ELLs



History
Montessori and Students of Color



Montessori in the US

• Short-lived1st Wave: 
1910s

• AMS
• Suburban private 

schools

2nd Wave: 
1960s

•Public sector growth
•Charter schools

3rd Wave: 
1990s-now



PoC in American Montessori History

Further reading: Mira Debs, Diverse Families, Desirable Schools: Public Montessori in an Era of School Choice. 
Spring 2019, Harvard Education Press



What We Know
Research on Montessori and Students of Color



Education Research and the Deficit Narrative

The Moynihan Report

------The “Culture of Poverty”------

The “Achievement Gap”







Diversity in Public Montessori 
Schools
Who Are We Serving?



Race at Whole-School Public Montessori Schools 
2012-2013

Source: Debs, M. C. (2016). Racial and economic diversity in US public Montessori schools. Journal of Montessori 
Research, 2(2), 15-34.
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Distribution of Public School Students by Race
2004-2026

Source: National Center for 
Education Statistics



Racial Diversity in Public Montessori Schools

19%

54%

27%

Schools with predominantly
White students (0-25% SoC)

High diversity schools (25-
75% SoC)

Schools with predominantly
students of color (75-100%
SoC)

Source: Debs, M. C. (2016). Racial and economic diversity in US public Montessori schools. Journal of Montessori 
Research, 2(2), 15-34.



Academic Outcomes
How Effectively Are We Serving Students of Color?



Early Research: Academic Outcomes for 
African American Children
• Deficit orientation
• Conflated race and poverty
• Often poor controls for Montessori fidelity
• Failure to disaggregate results by race
• Mixed results



Montessori “Works” for African American 
Students
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Discipline Outcomes
Disrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline



Out-of-School Suspensions and Race



OSS for Black Children in Montessori vs. 
Traditional Schools

Montessori: 2.61x higher Traditional: 11.15x higher





The Teacher Pipeline
People & Preparation



A Problematic Teacher Pipeline

2

15
5 9

1 1

68

4
0

10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80

 Americ
an In

dian/N
ati

ve
…

 Asia
n

 Black/
Afric

an Americ
an

 Hisp
anic/

Latin
o

 M
iddle Easte

rn/A
rab

 Pacif
ic I

sla
nder

 W
hite

/Caucasia
n

 Other



Montessori Teacher Preparation: The Surround

Course Strands

Neurobiological 

Perspectives on 

Developmental 

Education

Equity, Inclusion, and 

Social Justice

Advanced Seminar on 

Language and Literacy

Modules

Freedom & Discipline Culture, Race & Privilege Poverty & Language 

Acquisition

Trauma Family Engagement English Language 

Learners

Executive Functions Special Education & 

Learning Differences

Supporting Language 

Development

Addressed in every 

Strand

Practical Applications

Observation • Case Studies • Managing the Prepared Environment •
Assessment Montessori Style

Theoretical Throughlines

Self-Regulation, Normalization, and Adaptation  • Social Justice •
Preparation of the Adult • Reflective Practice



Family Recruitment and Engagement: African 
American Families
• High value placed on early learning1

• Concern for academic rigor
• Sense of self
• Shadow of historical educational inequities; “making up for history”2

• Appreciation for strong sense of community in Montessori schools 
and classrooms
• Implications for family recruitment and engagement

1 Trust for Learning. (2017). Parents as consumers of early childhood education: Research findings 2017. Retrieved from 
www.trustforlearning.org. 
2Debs, M. (2016). Black and Latino parents’ experience of public Montessori schools. Poster presented at the 2016 
Annual Meeting of the American Montessori Society. Retrieved from http://amshq.org/Publications-and-
Research/Research-Library/Conference-Handouts

http://www.trustforlearning.org/
http://amshq.org/Publications-and-Research/Research-Library/Conference-Handouts


Open Questions
Areas for Future Study



We should learn more about…

• Special education
• Culturally responsive pedagogy
• Montessorians of color
• Outcomes for Latinx students
• English language learners



Next Steps: Courageous Conversations

• What can we do to make our school community more inclusive?
• How can we make sure our discipline policies and procedures are 

equitable?
• Do our teacher recruitment and hiring practices prioritize diversity?
• How are we engaging families and communities of color?



Questions?

Katie Brown
katie.brown@public-Montessori.org

www.public-Montessori.org

mailto:Katie.brown@public-Montessori.org
http://www.public-montessori.org/

